
Queensland’s Premier Conference-Led Professional 
Development event for K-12 Eduactors

REGISTER NOW: 
nationaleducationsummit.com.au

Choose from 4 conferences designed and 
presented by leading Australian educators 
tailored to your needs

EARN 
PD 

HOURS!

https://www.nationaleducationsummit.com.au/blog


Experience the 2026 National 
Education Summit Brisbane

Choose 1 of 4 Conferences to dive deeper 
into your area of interest, designed and 
presented by Australian educators with up-
to-date, meaningful, and innovative content.

Gain practical insights into the latest developments 
shaping Australian education and hear directly from 
leading educators, researchers, and thought leaders 
who are redefining best practice in classrooms, 
schools, and systems. 
 
Discover emerging trends and evidence-based 
strategies you can apply immediately to enhance 
student engagement, wellbeing, and outcomes—
while building future-ready skills and fresh 
perspectives. 
 
Connect with passionate educators, sector leaders, 
and forward-thinking organisations from across 
the country. Share ideas, exchange experiences, 
and build meaningful relationships that spark 
collaboration and drive real change. Be part of the 
conversations shaping the future of education — 
and leave inspired, informed, and ready to make an 
impact.

EARN 
PD 

HOURS!

STANDARD TICKET PRICING
One Day Ticket:	         $450.00 
Two Day Ticket:	 $790.00

PRICE EXCLUDES GST

Attending the National Education Summit Brisbane
with colleagues or as a team?
Register 3 or more delegates together and enjoy
25% off the total registration with code GROUP26

Bring your 

Team and
Save!

SUPPORTING PARTNER SHOWCASE PARTNER

SUMMIT SOCIAL & TEACHER AWARD 
SPONSOR

Sponsors & Partners

DIVERSE LEARNERS SYMPOSIUM 
SPONSOR

WELLBEING FOR FUTURE FOCUSED 
SCHOOLS CONFERENCE SPONSOR

AI IN THE CLASSROOM CONFERENCE 
SPONSOR

CAPACITY BUILDING SCHOOL 
LIBRARIES CONFERENCE SPONSOR

MEDIA PARTNERS

LANYARD SPONSOR

REGISTRATION SPONSOR

EVENT APP SPONSOR

SATCHEL SPONSOR SUPPORTING ASSOCIATION

COFFEE CART SPONSOR

https://www.nationaleducationsummit.com.au/brisbane/wellbeing-for-future-focused-schools
https://www.nationaleducationsummit.com.au/


Overview
The Wellbeing stream focuses 
on supporting the mental health, 
emotional resilience, and overall 
wellbeing of educators—because 
a healthy school culture starts 
with those who lead it. This 
conference brings together 
school leaders, wellbeing 
coordinators, counsellors, 
and educators to explore 
practical strategies for building 
sustainable wellbeing programs 
that support both staff and 
students.

Confident, resilient students 
perform better academically 
and socially—but they need role 
models who are supported, 
balanced, and well. This stream 
is about empowering educators 
to care for themselves, so they 
can continue to care for others.

Tickets
Choose from one or two day 
ticket options. Tickets include 
arrival tea/coffee, morning tea, 
buffet lunch, a Certificate of 
Attendance (mapped to APST) 
and attendance at Summit 
Social (Networking Drinks) and 
Teacher Awards (Day 1).

PROGRAM | Thursday 14 May

Creating the Conditions to Thrive: Rethinking 
How We Work in Schools 

Amy Green,  
Founder,  
The Wellness Strategy

Character Education: The Who Is Our Why 

Dr Phil Cummins FRSA FACEL FIML 
RAA, Hooke Family Professor of 
Practice in Educational Leadership, 
University of Sydney

Making Wellbeing a Superpower in Schools

Melanie Moffatt,  
Senior Health and Wellbeing 
Partnership Lead, Medibank

Cultivating mental health literacy through data 
informed approaches 

Sam Wright,  
Vice Principal – Students,  
Padua College

The Global Joy Mission: Empowering Educators 
and Students to Thrive, Not Just Survive

Simi Rayat,  
Global Business Psychologist,  
The Global Joy Mission

Student self-reported wellbeing data: Insights, 
evidence and next steps 

Adam Inder,  
Head of Education,  
Pivot Professional Learning

Leadership for whole school and teacher 
wellbeing – rural contexts, the perfect setting!

Andrew King, School Principal | 
President New Zealand Rural Schools 
Association, Oropi School

The Anti 5am Club 

Andrew Murray,  
Director (former Secondary Principal) 
Lumina Wellbeing Strategy

PROGRAM | Friday 15 May

Boundaries That Protect: Sustainable Strategies 
for Teacher Wellbeing  

Dr Matt O’Connor,  
Clinical and School Psychologist, 
ConnectEd Counselling

High Performing Teams Improve Staff Well-
Being, which improves performance 

Andrew Oberthur,  
Executive Coach,  
Creative Collaborative Solutions

Health & Wellbeing on the Menu: Explore QUT’s 
School Foodies Toolkit 

Chantelle Sansness,  
School Foodies Curriculum Toolkit 
Developer, QUT

Empowered Educators: Building Emotional 
Regulation Through Self-Awareness

Bianca McLeish, Student Wellbeing 
Coordinator, Catholic Education 
Diocese of Rockhampton

How Good are School Gardens? 

Emma Derainne,  
Teacher and Researcher,  
The University of Queensland

Creating a Culture of Care and Psychological 
Safety in Schools 

Dr Jillian Stansfield,  
Guidance Officer,  
Burpengary State Secondary College

Wellbeing and Emotional Intelligence in a Virtual 
World

Danni Foster-Brown,  
Head of Virtual Learning Community, 
Hillcrest Christian College

*Program subject to change

WELLBEING FOR FUTURE 
FOCUSED SCHOOLS

TICKET PRICING
One Day Ticket:		  $450.00 
Two Day Ticket:		  $790.00

VIEW FULL CONFERENCE AGENDA ONLINE

REGISTER & BOOK TICKETS ONLINE

CONFERENCE 
SPONSOR

(prices exclude GST)

Register 3 or more delegates together & 
enjoy 25% off with code GROUP26

https://www.nationaleducationsummit.com.au/brisbane/wellbeing-for-future-focused-schools
https://www.nationaleducationsummit.com.au/brisbane/wellbeing-for-future-focused-schools
https://iecgroup.eventsair.com/nesb26/registration/Site/Register


Overview
School libraries continue 
to evolve as vital learning 
environments, where future-
focused programs, inclusive 
practices, and responsive 
spaces work together to 
support student success. 
From embedding emerging 
technologies and building digital 
capability to promoting equitable 
access and representation, 
libraries play a central role in 
fostering informed, engaged 
learners. As centres for reading, 
inquiry and collaboration, 
they provide opportunities 
for creativity, critical thinking 
and personal growth. Strong 
leadership is essential in 
shaping programs, collections 
and spaces that respond to 
the changing needs of school 
communities.

Tickets
Choose from one or two day 
ticket options. Tickets include 
arrival tea/coffee, morning tea, 
buffet lunch, a Certificate of 
Attendance (mapped to APST) 
and attendance at Summit 
Social (Networking Drinks) and 
Teacher Awards (Day 1).

PROGRAM | Thursday 14 May

Constellations of Practice: Recentering the 
School Library with Purpose and Possibility 

Dr Kay Oddone, Director, Linking 
Learning Advisory, Adjunct Senior 
Lecturer, Charles Sturt University

It Takes a Village: Building Student Capability 
Through Cross-Sector Library Partnerships 

Darlene Hill, Head of Department – 
Humanities and Library,  
Kepnock State High School

Growth Talk: Brief Conversations – Big Impact! 

Chris Munro,  
Executive Director,  
Growth Coaching International

When the Internet Eats Itself: Teaching Truth in 
the Age of AI Slop 

Fiona Philip,  
Head of Library and Learning Services, 
Anglican Church Grammar School

AI Agents and the Lone Librarian 

Jessica Finden,  
Teacher Librarian,  
Carmel College

Reigniting Passion, Renewing Purpose: The 
Power of Personal Inspiration in Building 
Stronger School Libraries

Ela Sircelj,  
Library Manager,  
Loreto Kirribilli

The Vocal Leader: Podcasting as a Tool for 
Professional Advocacy and Connection

Lily Young,  
Leader of Learning and Teaching 
(Library), Trinity Grammar School

PROGRAM | Friday 15 May

Inclusion and participation through reading as a 
social practice 

Noni Harrison,  
Head of Library,  
St Rita’s College

The Magic of Reading: Making Reading Fun 

Barbara McGuigan,  
Teacher Librarian,  
Bourke High School

The Language of Learning: Vocabulary, Literacy, 
and the Power of the Library 

Trish Templeton,  
Head of Library Services, 
St Laurence’s College

Reigniting Reading Through Student Choice and 
Teacher–Librarian Collaboration 

 
Virginia Hand,  
Teacher Librarian,  
Shellharbour Anglican College

Reading Lounges and Sustained Reading 

Trish Trchala, Head of 
Learning Resources, and 
Jemma Trchala, Library 
Assistant, Xavier College

Student self-reported wellbeing data: Insights, 
evidence and next steps

Adam Inder,  
Head of Education,  
Pivot Professional Learning

Avoiding the Single Story: Including Culturally 
Diverse Texts in our Libraries and Classrooms 

Sharyn Pratap,  
Teacher Librarian,  
St Paul’s Lutheran Primary School

Building Connection and Visibility in School 
Libraries: The Three Cs Approach 

Lauren Kyte, Head of Library, 
& Rachel Fernandez, Library 
Technician, Salesian College 
Sunbury

CAPACITY BUILDING SCHOOL 
LIBRARIES CONFERENCE

VIEW FULL CONFERENCE AGENDA ONLINE

REGISTER & BOOK TICKETS ONLINE
*Program subject to change

(prices exclude GST)

Register 3 or more delegates together & 
enjoy 25% off with code GROUP26

SUPPORTING 
ASSOCIATION

CONFERENCE 
SPONSOR

TICKET PRICING
One Day Ticket:		  $450.00 
Two Day Ticket:		  $790.00

https://www.nationaleducationsummit.com.au/brisbane/capacity-building-school-libraries
https://iecgroup.eventsair.com/nesb26/registration/Site/Register
https://www.nationaleducationsummit.com.au/brisbane/capacity-building-school-libraries


Overview
What role will Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) play in 
Australian classrooms? As 
technology rapidly evolves, so 
too does education. AI is no 
longer a distant concept— it’s 
already reshaping how we teach, 
learn, and lead in schools. The AI 
in the Classroom stream at the 
2026 National Education Summit 
explores how educators can 
harness AI to enhance learning 
outcomes, streamline teaching 
practices, and prepare students 
for a future shaped by intelligent 
technologies.

Tickets
Choose from one or two day 
ticket options. Tickets include 
arrival tea/coffee, morning tea, 
buffet lunch, a Certificate of 
Attendance (mapped to APST) 
and attendance at Summit 
Social (Networking Drinks) and 
Teacher Awards (Day 1).

PROGRAM | Thursday 14 May

Curiosity in the age of AI

Dan Bowen,  
K12 CTO,  
Microsoft

Empowering Classrooms with Copilot 13+: 
Leading AI Integration at Claver 

Shane Tooley,  
Assistant Principal Curriculum,  
St Peter Claver College

Australia’s Educator-Led AI Revolution: 
Sovereignty, Pedagogy, and the Future of 
Learning

Chris Mills,  
Managing Director,  
Strategenics

Setting Our Students and Ourselves up for 2040 

Andrew Fuller,  
Clinical Psychologist, Author,  
Family Therapist

Cyborgs in schools - where to next? 

 Matthew Esterman,  
Founder,  
The Next Word

No AI Budget? No Problem: A Practical 
Framework for Systemic School Success  

Emily Patterson,  
Digital Literacy Coach,  
Corpus Christi Catholic High School

Vibe Coding in Educators: Rapid Problem-
Solving with AI

Brodie McGee,  
Digital Transformation Leader,  
Salesian College Sunbury

PROGRAM | Friday 15 May

It’s Only the Beginning… Using AI as a 
Springboard, Not the End Point   

Grant Jones,  
Associate Lecturer, Work Integrated 
Learning, Western Sydney University

AI for UDL: Practical Strategies for Inclusion by 
Design 

Bethany Wass,  
Senior Education Advisor: Learning and 
Pedagogy Technologies,  
Brisbane Catholic Education Office

Is AI Bias Creeping into Your School?

Janet Moeller,  
Consultant, AI in Education,  
Recent Principal

Student self-reported wellbeing data: Insights, 
evidence and next steps

Adam Inder,  
Head of Education,  
Pivot Professional Learning

Smarter, Not Harder: Reducing Teacher 
Workload While Elevating Pedagogy 

Maria Mertzanakis, Deputy Head of 
Senior School- Teaching and Learning, 
Oran Park Anglican College

When Students Lead: Teaching AI Literacy 
Through Caring, Connection and Curiosity 

Bradly Saunders, Head of Department 
Digital Technologies, e-Learning and 
Innovation, Maroochydore State High 
School

AI for the Inclusive Classroom

Mary McEvilly Butler, Science and 
Technology Teacher/Digi Technologies 
Coach, St Finbarr’s Primary School

Canva Magic 

Jo Muirhead,  
Canva Learning Consultant

AI IN THE CLASSROOM

VIEW FULL CONFERENCE AGENDA ONLINE

REGISTER & BOOK TICKETS ONLINE
*Program subject to change

CONFERENCE 
SPONSOR

(prices exclude GST)

Register 3 or more delegates together & 
enjoy 25% off with code GROUP26

TICKET PRICING
One Day Ticket:		  $450.00 
Two Day Ticket:		  $790.00

https://www.nationaleducationsummit.com.au/brisbane/ai-in-the-classroom
https://iecgroup.eventsair.com/nesb26/registration/Site/Register
https://www.nationaleducationsummit.com.au/brisbane/ai-in-the-classroom


Overview
How do we create classrooms 
where every student feels seen, 
supported, and empowered to 
thrive? The Diverse Learners 
stream explores how educators 
can meet the needs of students 
with a wide range of learning 
profiles, backgrounds, and 
challenges—moving beyond 
traditional “special needs” 
models to embrace inclusive, 
strengths-based approaches. 
This two-day symposium brings 
together educators, academics, 
health professionals, and 
specialists to share practical 
strategies, current research, 
and real-world insights for 
supporting diverse learners in 
today’s classrooms.

Tickets
Choose from one or two day 
ticket options. Tickets include 
arrival tea/coffee, morning tea, 
buffet lunch, a Certificate of 
Attendance (mapped to APST) 
and attendance at Summit 
Social (Networking Drinks) and 
Teacher Awards (Day 1).

DIVERSE LEARNERS SYMPOSIUM

VIEW FULL CONFERENCE AGENDA ONLINE

REGISTER & BOOK TICKETS ONLINE

CONFERENCE 
SPONSOR

PROGRAM | Thursday 14 May

Welcome by our MC

Athena Panagopoulos,  
Senior Manager: School Support 
Services & Senior Speech Pathologist, 
Language Disorder Australia

Converting Neurodiversity Into Neuro-advantage 

Andrew Fuller,  
Clinical Psychologist, Author,  
Family Therapist

Differentiation Rewired: Neuroscience, Wellbeing 
and the Future of Diverse Learning 

Vanessa Gray, Peer 2 Peer Feedback 
Teacher, St Joseph’s Regional College, 
Port Macquarie

Narratives That Connect: One Approach, Many 
Outcomes 

Meg MacKenzie,  
Senior Speech Pathologist,  
Language Disorder Australia

Student self-reported wellbeing data: Insights, 
evidence and next steps

Adam Inder,  
Head of Education,  
Pivot Professional Learning

From Diagnosis to Discovery: A Teacher’s 
Journey into Dyscalculia 

Kerri Ledingham,  
VE Teacher,  
RMIT University

Teach the Nervous System First   

Lillian Jia,  
Principal,  
Laura State School

From Cognitive Science to the Classroom: 
Practical Strategies to Support Neurodivergent 
Learners 

Sarah Glencross,  
Research Manager,  
The Sycamore School

PROGRAM | Friday 15 May

Welcome by our MC

Athena Panagopoulos,  
Senior Manager: School Support 
Services & Senior Speech Pathologist, 
Language Disorder Australia

Nurturing the Mind of a ‘Livewired’ Child! 

Dr Michael C Nagel,  
Associate Professor - Child and 
Adolescent Development,  
University of the Sunshine Coast

Neuroinclusivity in Action: What It Feels Like to 
Learn with a Different Brain

Scott B Harris,  
Founder,  
CRASHING INTO POTENTIAL

Navigating Education with Adverse Childhood 
Experiences: A Dual Lens of Parent and Educator 

Jade Wong,  
Author,  
The Learning Support Hub

Spotting Hidden Struggles and Creating 
Classrooms Where Students Don’t Have to 
Pretend 

Millie Carr,  
Inclusion Outreach Coach,  
Warringa Park School

Creating Buzz for All Learners: Inclusive STEM 
through Sustainability and Design

Nicolette Wheaton,  
Teacher,  
The Glennie School

Thriving, Not Just Coping: The Psychology of 
Inclusive Classrooms 

Simi Rayat,  
Global Business Psychologist,  
The Global Joy Mission

*Program subject to change

(prices exclude GST)

Register 3 or more delegates together & 
enjoy 25% off with code GROUP26

TICKET PRICING
One Day Ticket:		  $450.00 
Two Day Ticket:		  $790.00

https://www.nationaleducationsummit.com.au/brisbane/diverse-learners-symposium
https://iecgroup.eventsair.com/nesb26/registration/Site/Register
https://www.nationaleducationsummit.com.au/brisbane/diverse-learners-symposium

